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Origin of New England

Elihu Yale’s father, David Yale, arrived in America seventeen years after the first settlers sailed in the Mayflower; he was taken there by his stepfather to avoid the persecution of the Puritans in the reign of Charles I. Elihu was born on 5th April 1649 in Boston Massachusetts, the same year that Charles I was executed, which makes him a Welsh American by birth. He was the second son of David Yale and his wife Ursula. His father was a rich merchant banker who lived in a large house in the city of Boston.

The Yales could trace their genealogy back to the lovely Princess Nest, daughter of Rhys ap Tewdwr, Prince of Deheubarth in South Wales in the time of Henry I. In the late fifteenth century a family descended from Nest settled at Plas Yn Ial, Clwyd, and later adopted the surname Yale.

In the late sixteenth century, Elihu's great grandfather, Dr David Yale, who came from Plas Yn Ial, was appointed Vicar General to George Lloyd, the Bishop of Chester. He bought an estate, Einon's Grove, near Wrexham. His son, Thomas Yale, married the Bishop's daughter, Anne. They had four children but Thomas died in 1619 and his young widow married a wealthy merchant, Theophilus Eaton, himself a widower with two children.

The Lloyds and the Eatons had been neighbours in the Yale country in the North of Wales, but Theophilus Eaton had become one of the leading merchants in London, associated with St Stephen's parish which, under its minister, Rev John Davenport, was a centre for the most extreme Puritan wing of the Church of England, belonging to the 'gathered church' tradition which distinguished between mere church attenders and true Christians who had undergone an experience of spiritual regeneration. Anne arrived in London with her children, including her sixteen year old son David, in 1630, and they lived in the house of Sir Richard Saltonstall who had left for America. Some seventy years later, Saltonstall's great grandson, Gurdon, was governor of Connecticut when the college at New Haven was named after Elihu Yale.

Theophilus Eaton and his family, including his own children by his first marriage and Anne's children by her first marriage, left London to go to North America in 1637, on board the ship Hector, together with Davenport. They were reacting to the radical reforms introduced in the Church of England under Charles I and the Archbishop of Canterbury, William Laud, who insisted on a ritual-based church in which all the King's subjects were expected to take Communion. Laud's reforms were soon to be one of the causes of the English Civil War. Eaton, who had been Deputy Governor of the East-Land Company, trading in the Baltic, set about finding a harbour that would be suitable for a port. Eventually he settled on New Haven, where he and his old vicar, John Davenport, set up a new colony. The constitution, drawn up by Eaton, limited the rights of citizenship to those who could provide convincing proof that they had experienced saving grace. Eaton's brother, Samuel, disagreed with this policy and so did his stepson, David Yale. They left New Haven and returned to Boston in 1641. Some two years later David married and in 1649 his son, Elihu, was born.

In the meantime, in New Haven, the life of Anne Eaton was deeply unhappy. She quarrelled both with the church and with her family. For a while she took up the doctrine of the Anabaptists - that the baptism of infants, and therefore her own baptism and the baptism administered by the church in New Haven - were invalid. Within the family on a couple of occasions she became violent, once 'before four Indians who were in the kitchen' which was 'a breach of the sixth commandment' (Thou shalt not kill) 'as it is a just offense to the Indians and so a means of the murder of their souls and so contrary to the rule of the Apostle, 1.Cor x. 32.' Eventually, in 1645, she was excommunicated 'wherein God showed a wonderful presence to the satisfaction of all that were present.'
David Yale and his family left Boston in 1651-2 to return to England. Anne Eaton joined them a few years later after the death of her husband, Theophilus, the governor. Although Elihu Yale was only three years old at the end of this first period in his life - the only time he ever spent in America - we will see that it has its importance in the history of the University that bears his name.

Origin of British India

Elihu Yale began his career with the East India Company as a clerk in the company's offices in Leadenhall Street in London. He was twenty one years old. In October 1671, he was chosen as one of twenty young men to go to India as a 'writer'. After a six month voyage he landed in Fort Saint George in June 1672. He would live in India continually until his return to London in 1699.

The East India Company had been founded on the basis of a charter granted in 1600 by Elizabeth I. Previously trade with the East Indies had been largely a monopoly in the hands of the Portuguese, but the war with Spain had cut England off from Lisbon. English merchants were obliged to buy at inflated prices either from the Dutch or from an English company which specialised in trade with Turkey. The charter given to the Earl of Cumberland together with 215 knights, aldermen and merchants, gave them the exclusive right among British entrepreneurs to trade in the area for fifteen years. In 1609, under James I, a new charter gave them the right to seize the vessels and cargoes of unlicensed traders at any point, whether subject to the British crown or not, within the limits of their commerce. This was a perpetual right, subject only to revocation by the King. 

The trade had to be established in competition, often amounting to open warfare, with the Portuguese and the Dutch. The company also needed to negotiate rights and privileges with local rulers, both in India and to the East, initially in the area that is now Indonesia, which was the major producer of spices, a trade largely controlled by the Dutch. In India, the dominant power was the Muslim Mughal Empire, with its capital in Delhi. The English initially established a presence, against Dutch opposition, in Surat, a port in the Mughal territory, on the West coast of India. To the south of it, in the territory of another Muslim kingdom, Bijapore, was the main Portuguese centre at Goa. Further South again the English had a presence at Kozhikode, or 'Calicut', in a Hindu kingdom on the Malabar coast in what is now Kerala, in the extreme South West of India. This was a territory much disputed by the Portuguese and now under Dutch domination.

The English had also established themselves at an early stage in the seventeenth century in Bantam, in a Muslim kingdom in what is now Java. Cloth bought in India would be traded against the very desirable pepper bought in Bantam.

Fort Saint George, where Elihu Yale arrived in 1672, was on the East coast of India, called the Coromandel coast, and was part of the Muslim kingdom of Golconda. The English had initially had a 'factory' (as their trading stations were called) at Masulipatam, also in Golconda, but in 1639 they established Fort St George, south of Masulipatnam, as a place where the trade with Bantam could be conducted and defended 'from native insolence and Dutch malignity.' Fort St George was situated beside two villages, Madraspatnam (hence the English name 'Madras') and Chennapatnam (hence the modern Indian name, Chennai). At the time these were part of the territories of the Hindu Rajah of Chandragiri, who allowed the English to build a fort, establish a garrison, and to exercise judicial authority over the inhabitants of the small area that was under their control. Fort Saint George was close to the Portuguese settlement at Saint Thomas (where St Thomas the Apostle is said to have been martyred). Relations between the two were generally good, probably because of the common threat posed by the Dutch at nearby Pulicat. In 1646, the Rajah of Chandragiri was forced to flee when the area was incorporated into Golconda under the Nawab Mir Jumba, a diamond merchant, said to be the richest subject in all India. Golconda was known for its diamond mines. The English managed to maintain their privileges under the new regime.

In addition to the important factories at Surat, Calicut and Madras, there was a factory at Houghle, in Mughal territory in the North East, in the Bay of Bengal, at the mouth of the Ganges. Dependent on these principal factories was a variety of smaller agencies. When Charles II married Catherine, the Infanta of Portugal, in 1668, part of the wedding dowry was the island of Mumbai (Bombay) which soon replaced Surat as the most important English factory in the North West. Later, during a period of conflict with the Mughal at the time when Yale was in India, the factory at Houghle was moved to what was at the time the quiet village of Calcutta.

The East India Company was still far from being the great power it was to become. It was still dependent on the good will of the Indian powers, subject to terms decided by them. Under Charles II and James II, however, the idea was becoming established that wherever it was present the company should be able to exercise the rights of a sovereign power. This more aggressive approach, with the example of the Dutch East India Company in mind, was particularly associated with Sir Josiah Child, the dominant figure in the London-based directorate during Yale's period. One nineteenth century historian of the company, J.Talboys Wheeler, describes Child as 'the first man in England who seems to have formed a just conception of what ought to be the relations between the English and the Natives in this country.'
 Robert Grant, in his Sketch of the History of the East India Company, gives a brief description of how the company functioned:

'Charles, by a charter dated the 3d of April, in the year 1661, not only granted them an ample confirmation of their former privileges, but conferred on them, within the limits of their trade, the power of making peace or war with any prince or people, not Christian; of establishing fortifications, garrisons, or colonies; of exporting to their settlements ammunition and stores duty free; of seizing and sending to England, such British subjects as should be found trading in India without their licence; and of exercising in their settlements, through the medium of their governors and councils, both civil and criminal judicature, according to the laws of England ...'

Particular areas were grouped under the same regulations - the Malay Islands, the Coromandel Coast, 'the portion of Persia on the gulf of Bussora' (Basra), and Bengal. 

'The factory consisted of a number of buildings and offices; and, where the jealousy of the native potentate on whose territory it stood permitted, was fortified and garrisoned. Several servants of the Company, under one chief agent, were here stationed, and exercised a general superintendance over the commercial concerns of the Company throughout the whole division. Most of those concerns, however, were conducted immediately at the factory itself. Contracts were formed by the agents with the native merchants who, on receiving a certain advance of stock, obliged themselves, under pecuniary penalties, to deliver a given quantity of goods at a stipulated period. By this arrangement the Company were invested with a previous right in the goods for which they contracted; and hence their purchases in India have acquired the name of an investment. But, within the range over which the supervision of such a factory extended, there probably were many points where goods might be procured, and where, either on account of their distance, or for some local reason, it might be desirable that the purchases of the Company should be conducted immediately on the spot. To these points, agents were deputed from the principal factory; out of which, therefore, there grew, in this manner, a number of subordinate factories or agencies. 

'These agencies were of various size and importance; in some cases, a single agent, with his native clerks and assistants; in others, an establishment, rivalling in magnitude that to which it was subject. Yet the agency maintained a constant correspondence with the capital factory, if that term may be used, and was guided in all its transactions by the orders thence transmitted. Instances of such principal factories with some of their subordinates are, Bantam with its dependencies, the smaller factories in the Archipelago; Madras, with its dependencies, Masulipatam, Madapollam, Pettipolee; Hughly, with its dependencies, Cossimbazar, Ballasore, Patna, Malda ...'

A number of reforms were introduced in the organisation of the factories from 1670 onwards: 

'Of those provisions the most striking were, that the council should be chosen exclusively by the Court of Directors, or, as they were then called, of Committees; that the agents at the out-stations should not be removable by the presidency, except for misconduct; that regular minutes of all public proceedings should be kept and transmitted to the authorities at home; that certain prescribed forms should be observed in the correspondence with those authorities and that a general gradation, according to seniority, should be established in the service, the scale, both of rank and of emolument, ascending through the successive classes of apprentices, writers, factors, merchants, and senior merchants out of which last description of persons the council, at least that of the presidency, was, it may be presumed, usually selected.

'The factors and other servants were interdicted, though the interdiction did not always prove effectual, from such commercial dealings on their private account, as might interfere with the purchases or sales of the Company. But beyond this limit the prohibition never appears to have extended. On the contrary, not only were the servants freely allowed to embark in the coasting or country trade of India, but the importation of some commodities of great value into Europe was left exclusively to their private speculations; the imports being made in the ships of the Company, on payment of a small acknowledgement for freight. Such commodities, in the year l674 at least, were diamonds, bezoar-stones, pearls, ambergrease, and musk. In 1680, the Company resumed the trade in diamonds; yet even then, the servants were allowed a commission of five per cent on the purchase of the article, and also a proportion of the profit accruing on the sale in Europe. 

'It is impossible, indeed, to account for the smallness of the salaries in the service of the Company on any other principle, than that the perquisites subjoined to them were considerable. On the reduction, in 1680, of the presidency of Surat into an agency, the annual salary allotted to the chief agent was £300; to the second in council , £80; to the other members of council in a declining progression, so that the lowest member had only £40; to the deputy governor of Bombay, the second person as to rank and authority in the service, £!20. Probably, a common table was at that time kept for the servants; but, with every allowance for this or other similar savings, and with an allowance also for the depreciation which money has since undergone in India as well as in Europe, the emoluments of the service would, from the scale given, appear most pitiful, unless we suppose that they were meant to be filled out by opportunities of private trade.'

The Governor of Madras when Yale arrived was Sir William Langhorne and his second in command, or 'book-keeper', was Joseph Hynmers, whose wife Catherine would later marry Yale. Minutes of the Council were kept by an apprentice, John Nicks, who, together with his wife, would later be a close associate in Yale's commercial affairs.

ORIGIN OF THE YALE FORTUNE

Yale's arrival coincided with the repeal of a law in England which had forbidden the export from Britain of bullion (metal - usually gold or silver - in lump form). This enormously increased the scope of the company's trade, exchanging gold which had originated in the mines of South America (1) for fine luxury goods from China and Japan. New regulations introduced in 1678 allowed more scope for private trade. Yale, despite his junior status, was entrusted with missions in 1674 to negotiate the establishment of a station in the principality of Jinjee and in 1675 to accompany a representative of the company, Major William Puckle, on a tour of inspection of the company's properties in Bengal. A report by Puckle into irregularities in Madras resulted in Langhorne's dismissal for, among other things, receiving money for favours from one of the leading Indian traders, Kasi Viranna.

(1) See the item on Henry Morgan also on the 'British Values' website

Early in 1680, Joseph Hynmers died and in November of the same year, Yale married his widow, Catherine. He refers to her in his will rather mysteriously as 'my wicked wife' but the marriage brought him a small fortune which he used mainly to set up in business trading precious stones. Catherine Hynmers was herself a native Indian and probably had a fortune of her own, independent of Hynmers. In 1682, with William Gyfford as governor, he joined the council at Fort Saint George with the rank of 'mint master'. He had been in India for ten years. Towards the end of the year he set out on an important mission to establish a new agency at Cuddalore, in the land of the Mahrattas.

This was actually a resumption of his previous mission in 1674 to Jinjee. The Mahrattas were a Hindu people originating in the Western Ghat mountains, who, in the mid seventeenth century, under the leadership of Shivaji Maharaj, were engaged in an extraordinary adventure of war against the dominant Muslim kingdoms - both the Mughals to the North, where in 1670 they went so far as to threaten Surat (and therefore the East India Company based there), and to the East, where they had suppressed the Muslim kingdom of Bijapur. This gave them control over Jinjee and over the port of Cuddalore, South of Madras. Yale was charged with negotiating the use of this or other similar ports. The matter had become urgent because the English at Fort Saint George had fallen out with Lingapa, local representative of the Golconda kingdom, who had placed them under embargo.

Yale wrote a report of his journey and of the negotiations with the Mahrattas which has been preserved, though in very poor condition. There is a detailed account in Hiram Bingham's biography of Yale. Near Cuddalore, Yale saw a Dutch factory called Tegnapatam. 'Within less than half a mile Sanbojee (Sambhaji, Shivaji's son and successor) has an indifferent large fort, well fortified, which undoubtedly is a troublesome and dangerous neighbour to them.' In 1690, as governor of Madras, Yale arranged the purchase of this fort from the Mahrattas through his brother Thomas. He renamed it Fort Saint David.

WAR AND DISCONTENT OUTSIDE THE FORT

Yale finally became governor, or 'President', of the Madras factory in 1687. By this time he was a very wealthy man. The records of the council mention several occasions when they had to borrow money from him and Bingham reckons that he owned at least four ships. The main source of this wealth seems to have been his involvement in the precious stones trade made possible through his marriage with Catherine Hynmers.

Yale's period as governor was very fraught and turbulent. It was a period of intense war and conflict within India, within England, and among the European powers. Fort Saint George was threatened successively by the Mahrattas, the Mughal and the French. It was also a period of conflict between the company and the population of Madras and between Yale himself and a number of members of the governing council; and it was a turbulent period in his own personal life.

In India, the rise of the Mahrattas prompted the Great Mughal, Aurungzebe, to sweep southwards in a vast campaign of conquest. At the same time the company at Child's instigation organised an invasion of Bengal because of perceived mistreatment of the English at the Mughal's hands. The attempt went disastrously wrong and the English agencies in Surat and Bombay in the West and Houghly in the East were siezed by Aurungzebe at the very moment when he was also suppressing the Kingdom of Golconda, where Madras was situated.

Fortunately for the English Aurungzebe considered their trade too profitable to be suppressed and the quarrel was settled but it left the Directors of the Company convinced that they had to do more to turn themselves into a political power. In their instructions issued in 1689 they declared:

"The increase of our revenue is the subject of our care, as much as our trade:—'tis that must maintain our force, when twenty accidents may interrupt our trade; 'tis that must make us a nation in India;—without that we are but as a great number of interlopers, united by his Majesty's royal charter, fit only to trade where nobody of power thinks it their interest to prevent us;—and upon this account it is that the wise Dutch, in all their general advices which we have seen, write ten paragraphs concerning their government, their civil and military policy, warfare, and the increase of their revenue, for one paragraph they write concerning trade."

While Yale was making his personal fortune, the Company as a whole was sinking deeper into debt and its problems were compounded by the loss of the crucially important station at Bantam to the Dutch. In these circumstances, the Directors had been pressing Yale's predecessor, William Gyfford, to impose a tax on the residents of Madras to help pay the costs of the garrison in Fort Saint George.

The area controlled by the British had been divided between the fort, called 'White Town', which was essentially the company and the garrison, and the area outside the fort with its native population, called 'Black Town'. The 'Black Town' (based largely on the two Indian villages - Chennapatnam and Madraspatnam) had grown enormously in size, attracting merchants and craftsmen with the prospect of selling to the Europeans. It has also been suggested that many Indians took refuge there from the wars that were ravaging the country since the area was protected by the agreements made with the English and by the guns of the fort. As well as its Indian population, 'Black Town' also attracted Portuguese, Jewish (largely Portuguese in origin) and Armenian traders.

The attempt to impose a tax provoked determined opposition in the town - conflict that continued throughout the 1680s in which strikes by local workers and shopkeepers were met by threats to pull down houses and execute ringleaders. The conflict was intensified by conditions of famine and disease and by instructions coming from London calling for ever harsher measures.

One pleasing consequence of the Mughal conquest of Golconda was the suppression of the slave trade which had been carried on in a small way in Madras. In September 1687, with Yale as governor, the council had ordered one of its officers to purchase 'forty young sound slaves for the Right Honourable Company' to be trained as boatmen, but in May 1688, the council resolved that the trade had become more trouble than it was worth: 

'Monday, 14th May, 1688. The custom by the exportation of slaves here, being now of little advantage to the Right Hon'ble Company by their scarcity, and it having brought upon us great complaints and troubles from the country government, for the loss of their children and servants spirited and stolen from them, which being likely to increase, by the new government of the Mogul's who are very averse, and prohibit all such trade in his dominions, and has lately expressed his displeasure therein against the Dutch for their exporting of slaves from Metchlepatam. To prevent which prejudice and mischiefs for the future, and we having received a late letter from the Seer Lascar about it, — it is agreed and ordered that, after the 20th instant, no person inhabitant of this place, either Christian or other, do directly or indirectly buy or transport slaves from this place or any adjacent Port (whereby the Government may be any ways troubled or prejudiced) upon the penalty of fifty Pagodas for each slave bought and transported against this order.'

THE 'GLORIOUS REVOLUTION'

Yale's presidency coincided with the 'Glorious Revolution' in England, 1688-9, when the Roman Catholic King, James II, was replaced by his daughter, Mary, and her husband, William, Prince of Orange, Stadtholder and military commander of the Netherlands. 

Only four years previously the accession of James II had been celebrated with some pomp in Madras:

"Thursday, 13th August, 1685. No Consultation. This morning our dread sovereign king James the Second was proclaimed with this following solemnity.

"The whole Council, with the Commanders of Ships, and the rest of the Right Honorable Company's servants and English Gentlemen inhabitants of the city, came to attend the President at the Garden house, in a handsome equipage on horseback. After that came Peddy Naik with his peons, and the chief merchants, with great number of the inhabitants of the Gentoo town, all in arms, bringing with them also elephants, kettle drums, and all the country music. From thence we set forward with this numerous Company of people through the Gentoo town, the houses and streets being adorned all the way. Peddy Naik's peons, the chief merchants, and Gentoo inhabitants went first; elephants carrying our flags, the kettle drums and music playing before them. After that went 12 English trumpets with silk banners, and 6 hautboys, all in red coats, playing by turns all the way. Mr. Coventry (Clerk of our Court) on horseback, bare headed and with his sword drawn, carried the proclamation in his hand open. Then the President and Council, and the rest of the English gentlemen went in due order. The troop was commanded and led by the President, Mr. Thomas Lucas, Cornet; and the rear was brought up by Mr. Elihu Yale. And when we came to enter the garrison at the Choultry Gate, (one of the chief entrances into the city), there was in readiness three complete companies of soldiers, and all the principal Portuguese, to receive the President and Council, and other English gentlemen, who marched before them to the Fort Gate, Sea Gate, and back to the Choultry Gate, (three of the principal places of the city); at all which places the proclamation was read by Mr. Coventry, all persons being uncovered and their swords drawn. The proclamation ended with great shouts and joyful acclamations, crying " God bless king James Second", and at every place of reading there was a volley of small shot, the trumpets sounding, and hautboys playing. Which done, the President, etc. returned in the same order to the Garden house, the great guns both of the Fort and Town firing all the way; and after that all the Europe and country ships did the like. And soon after the President, etc., were returned, the Persian and Siam ambassadors, with great state and a numerous retinue, came to congratulate our solemnity, and to bring their good wishes for his Majesty's prosperous reign; who after some small stay, being handsomely saluted and treated according to their quality with a banquet, music, and dancing, they took leave and departed to their houses with great satisfaction. And then a general invitation being made, we drank his Majesty's health and long and happy reign; and at night there was bonfires and fireworks, wherewith this solemnity ended."

But the transition to William and Mary seems to have been accepted with equanimity, despite the huge investment that the directors in London had made in the form of bribes to James' court. The change did, however, have important consequences. Under the Stuarts, England had been aligned with France in opposition to the rest of Europe - the papacy, the Holy Roman Empire and, most significantly for the English in India, the Dutch. Now they were aligned with their old enemies the Dutch in opposition to the French, who were becoming much more active in the East Indian trade. Since 1673 they had had a station at Pondicherry, between Madras and Cuddalore, in what was now Mahrattas territory. In August 1690 there was a sea battle outside Madras between a French fleet and the newly allied English and Dutch. 

QUARRELS IN THE FORT

One might have thought that these external threats would create a feeling of solidarity among the company's servants in Madras but in fact the council was riven by a number of very vicious and personal disputes. Among them was a dispute over Yale's defensive measures - that he built a temporary fortification round the Black Town which other members of the council thought was a waste of money; and also his purchase of the fort at Tegnapatam, near Cuddalore. The purchase, in 1690, was negotiated with the local representatives of the Mahrattas by Yale's brother, Thomas, whom Yale also wanted to be appointed as its first governor. Other members of the council opposed this venture on the grounds that 'Fort Saint David', as Yale called it, was too close to Fort Saint George to be useful and that it was in an area that was likely to be the scene of conflict between the Mughal and the Mahrattas. Thomas Yale's trading activities on his brother's behalf were also regarded with suspicion and there seems to have been a feeling that Yale was carving out a personal fiefdom for himself at the company's expense.

Yale's personal life was also a cause for scandal. He had one son and three daughters by Catherine Hynmers. The son died, aged three, in 1688 and soon afterwards Catherine Hynmers departed with her daughters to London. At that point, Yale took up with another wealthy widow, the Portuguese Jewess, Hieronima de Paiva. In a short essay on The Portuguese Jewish Community of Madras, India, in the seventeenth century, Mordechai Arbell says of her husband:

"One of the first Jews who came to Madras with special permission to reside and trade there was Jacques (Jaime) de Paiva (Pavia), originally from Amsterdam. Through his good relations with the rulers, he acquired mines in the kingdom of Gloconda [sic], neighboring Madras. At the same time he managed to convince the English authorities to permit Jews to settle in Madras, and he was the one who organized the Jews into the semblance of a community. On a plot of land in the suburbs he established a Jewish cemetery. During one of his trips to the mines he owned, he fell ill and died in Madras and was buried in its Jewish cemetery. On his tombstone we find that he died 'in the month of Tishri 5548–1687'."

Arbell's essay begins by quoting a poem by the Sephardi poet Daniel Levy de Barrios which evokes 'six holy Jewish communities' in English cities, "three in Nieves [Nevis in the Leeward Isles in the Caribbean], London and Jamaica; the fourth and fifth in two parts of Barbados, and the sixth in Madras-Patan."  Yale, under instructions from London, formed a municipal government in Madras, designed to reflect the weight of power and influence among the different communities. Out of twelve aldermen it included three Jews.

Hieronima de Paiva moved in with Yale not long after Catherine Hynmers' departure and in July 1690 she bore him a son. Like his relationship with the widow of Joseph Hynmers, the relationship with the widow of Jacques de Paiva was very profitable. Yale and Hieronima were joined later in the 1690s by Katherine Nicks, wife of John Nicks, who had been imprisoned by the company for commercial activities, some of which had been conducted on Yale's behalf. Katherine Nicks continued to act as Yale's agent in India after his return to England.

Yale was dismissed as governor in October 1692 and replaced by Francis Higginson, an American who had originally been sent to London to act as Mayor for the new municipality of Madras. Higginson came from Connecticut and was, as it happens, related to the American Yales by marriage. Much of the rest of Yale's time in India was spent defending himself against numerous charges that he had abused the trust of the company to build his huge personal fortune (in a letter written in January 1691, Yale said that he had accumulated 500,000 'pagodas' - the Indian coinage of the time - which his biographer, Hiram Bingham translates as $5,000,000 in the values of 1937). Yale, however, was vindicated after an appeal to the Privy Council made by Thomas and two of his other associates in 1695. The Company's reply to this appeal complained that Yale had "amassed a great estate injuriously, and committed such unprecedented crimes and abuses that the whole Council of the Fort protested against, and separated from him, and wrote two letters ... Soon after which, all who subscribed the said letters dyed, except Mr Fraser, not without suspicion of being poisoned."
It has to be said that Yale did profit from a number of timely deaths - in addition to three of his enemies on the council there was the death of Joseph Hynmers in 1680 and of Jaime de Paiva in 1687. As Bob Dylan remarks in a song that evokes a similar situation: 'I can't help it if I'm lucky.' Bingham quite convincingly clears him of some other unpleasant charges brought against him, for example that he had had a stable boy who absconded with a horse for a couple of days hanged. 

Higginson was replaced in 1697 by Thomas Pitt, an old friend and business associate of Yale's, nicknamed 'Diamond Pitt'. He was the grandfather of the Prime Minister, William Pitt, 'the elder'. Under Thomas Pitt, Yale was able to leave India in style, bringing with him five tons of valuable merchandise. It seems, according to an article published in The Hindu, 24/4/2000, that he was accompanied by Hieronima but that she died on the journey.

THE ORIGINS OF YALE UNIVERSITY

At this point our story reverts to New Haven and Connecticut, and the process by which Elihu Yale gave his name to the university.

The Puritans in New England had decided to establish a college in Cambridge, just across the Charles River from Boston. The first master was Theophilus Eaton's brother, Nathaniel. It was called 'Harvard' after Rev John Harvard, who may have come over on the same boat in 1637 as the Eatons and the Yales. He had died soon afterwards leaving his library and half his estate to the new college, which was established for 'the education of the English and Indian youth of this country in knowledge and godliness' by an Act of Parliament passed under the Commonwealth in 1650.

After the Restoration, however, the exclusively Puritan character of the New England colonies came under attack from Charles II and James II, who wished to bring the area under tighter royal control and to provide more scope for the promotion of the episcopal Church of England. One of the leaders of the opposition to this was Rev Increase Mather. Mather was also opposed to tendencies within the Puritan churches who wanted to ease the terms of communion, in particular the need to provide convincing proof of an experience of saving grace.

In 1681-2, Mather was Acting President of Harvard. He became Rector in 1685, and continued in this position until 1701, but in 1688 he eluded capture at the hands of James II's energetic governor of New England, Sir Edmund Andros, and escaped to England, where he argued the colony's case with little success while James II was still King. After the Revolution he secured a new charter for the colony but from his own point of view it was unsatisfactory. The rights of citizenship were made dependent on property not, as previously, on approval by the clergy.

While Increase Mather was still in England, the people of Massachussets were celebrating their freedom from James' tyranny by indulging in the great Salem witchcraft hysteria, the subject of Arthur Miller's play The Crucible. 200 people were accused, 150 imprisoned, 19 hanged and one pressed to death. The trials were instigated by Increase Mather's son, Cotton Mather, who celebrated the whole affair in his book The Wonders of the Invisible World. Increase took command of Harvard College on his return and he and Cotton worked closely together as joint ministers of the church in Boston.

Through the 1690s, the Mathers encountered a growing movement among the New England community opposed to the practice of confining Communion to 'visible saints' who could give proof of the signs of salvation in their hearts. One of the strongholds of the new movement was Harvard College. It included John Leverett and Ebenezer Pemberton, tutors in the college, Thomas Brattle, the college treasurer, and William Brattle, minister of the church in Cambridge. Thomas Brattle was involved in the formation of a new church in Boston based on these principles, nicknamed the 'Manifesto Church' because of a manifesto issued by its pastor, Benjamin Colman. Colman had been ordained in London, 'his friends anticipating the difficulty of procuring the ceremony to be performed in Boston.'

In 1700/01 the quarrel took the form of an exchange of pamphlets. Joseph Quincy in his History of Harvard University says of one of the pamphlets, published anonymously but almost certainly written by Cotton Mather, that 'In the whole scope of theological and political controversy, there is scarcely an example extant, of more select, concentrated and unmixed personal abuse than is exhibited in this pamphlet and its preface.' For anyone familiar with theological polemical literature, that is a remarkable claim.

In 1701, after a long controversy with the council, Increase Mather was ousted from the presidency. The pretext was his refusal to leave his congregation in Boston and settle permanently in Cambridge but since his successor did not live permanently in Cambridge either it was obvious that this was not the real reason. It was in this context that a meeting was held in 1700 to form a new college in Connecticut - initially at Saybrook. One of the leading promoters of the new college was Rev James Pierpont, minister of the church in New Haven, a successor to the Rev John Davenport who, over fifty years previously, had excommunicated Elihu Yale's grandmother, Anne Eaton. Rev James Pierpont was a close friend of Cotton Mather.

COTTON MATHER MANIPULATING YALE

Meanwhile, in Wales, Elihu's brother Thomas died. He had inherited part of the Yale estate near Wrexham and in his will, published shortly before Elihu left India, he left it to 'the heir male, lawfully begotten of my brother Elihu Yale.' This excluded both Elihu himself and Charles Yale, Yale's son by Hieronima de Paiva (Charles was to die in Cape Town, South Africa, in 1712). Yale's nearest legitimate male heir was David Yale, son of his cousin, John Yale, in New Haven, Connecticut. In 1710, Yale was in contact with Jeremy Dummer, agent for the Massachussets Bay Colony in London, to help him find David Yale and in May 1711, Dummer wrote to Pierpont saying:

"Here is Mr. Yale, formerly Governor of Fort George in the Indies, who has got a prodigious estate, and now by Mr. Dixwell sends for a relation of his from Connecticut to make him his heir, having no son. He told me lately, that he intended to bestow a charity upon some college in Oxford, under certain restrictions which he mentioned. But I think he should much rather do it to your college, seeing he is a New England and I think a Connecticut man. If therefore when his kinsman comes over, you will write him a proper letter on that subject, I will take care to press it home."

Yale sent two packets of books to the college, in 1712 and 1713. In 1716 the decision was made to move the college from Saybrook to New Haven. Building work began in September 1717 and in January 1718, Cotton Mather wrote to Yale suggesting that he might like to make a substantial contribution and that, if he did, the college could be named after him. In the light of the history we have just been reading the letter is a masterpiece of obfuscation.

The Mathers were supporting the Connecticut College in opposition to Harvard because, as they saw it, Harvard had been taken over by a faction who were advocating loose terms of communion and encouraging their students to read outside the framework of what they interpreted as Calvinist orthodoxy. E. Brooks Holifield, in his Theology in America, says:

"By expanding the reading lists, the Harvard faculty - John Leverett, William Brattle and Ebenezer Pemberton - had encouraged Harvard students to read the Cambridge Platonists, English latitudinarians, and natural philosophers. Increase Mather warned of 'Pelagian and Arminian' principles, and Cotton Mather complained that their students were reading 'rank poison', but after Leverett's appointment as tutor in 1685, the 'catholick' ideal reigned at Harvard." (p.80).

But Mather, wanting to extract money from a man he would have known was an episcopalian, presents the Connecticut venture as a model of non-sectarianism and touches lightly on the theological differences there might be between himself and Yale as matters of little importance:

"On one of the meetinghouses of another country, the walls have these words engraven on them; 'Not for a faction or a party, but for promoting faith and repentance in communion with all that love our Lord Jesus Christ.'

"New England is now so far improved as to have the best part of two hundred meetinghouses on the walls whereof these agreeable words might be very justly engraved. And a people so disposed cannot but be recommended above any in the world unto the charity, the affection, the esteem of all Christians, who understand the catholic and generous principles of Christianity, and have got beyond the narrow span of a party ...

"The people for whom we bespeak your favors are such sound, generous Christians and Protestants, that their not observing some disputable right (which no act of Parliament has imposed on these plantations), ought by no means to exclude them from the respects of all that are indeed such, and from the good will which we all owe to the rest of the reformed churches, all of which have their little varieties."

He continues:

"Sir, though you have your felicities in your family, which I pray God continue and multiply, yet certainly, if what is forming at New Haven might wear the name of YALE COLLEGE, it would be better than a name of sons and daughters. And your munificence might easily obtain for you such a commemoration and perpetuation of your valuable name, which would indeed be much better than an Egyptian pyramid."

(Mather could hardly have known that Yale's three-year-old son, David, was buried under a pyramid shaped monument in Madras ...)

In a letter to the governor of Connecticut, Gurdon Saltonstall, Mather makes it clear that naming the college after Yale was his own idea:

"I confess, that it was a great and inexcusable presumption in me, to make myself so far the godfather of the beloved infant as to propose a name for it. But I assured myself, that if a succession of solid and lasting benefits might be entailed upon it your Honor and the Honorable Trustees, would pardon me, and the proposal would be complied withal."

YALE MANIPULATING COTTON MATHER

Since Yale did respond generously the trustees were left with little choice in the matter but, as Hiram Bingham points out, Yale may have been motivated by something other than mere personal vanity: "Little as he (Mather) suspected it, this may have given Elihu a vision of restoring all the New England churches to the Anglican persuasion."
Only a few months previous to receiving Mather's letter, Yale had been proposed as a member of the very exclusive 'Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.' Despite its neutral sounding name this society was mainly devoted to supporting the episcopalian interest in areas of North America where 'the Gospel', in its militant congregationalist form, was already well established. The Subscription Rolls of the Society's projects for Bishops in America and establishing a building of its own in London, were in the hands of the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Archbishop of York, the Bishop of London 'and Elihu Yale, Esq.'

On 11th June 1718, Yale sent two trunks of textiles to be sold for the college, a collection of 417 books and a portrait of George I. The total sum came to £1162.00, the biggest donation made to the college in its first 120 years. In February 1721, he sent another gift of goods that raised £562.00. In 1722, the rector of Yale College, the well-respected Rev Timothy Cutler, together with one of the tutors, Daniel Brown, and Samuel Johnson, a minister at West Haven who had been a distinguished student at the college and only recently a tutor, announced that they no longer considered their non-episcopal orders to be valid. After a public debate on the matter, the three resigned their positions and went to England to be ordained as Anglican priests. Brown died shortly afterwards but Cutler and Johnson returned. Johnson was responsible for the first episcopal church to be built in Connecticut, Stratford, ready for service on Christmas Day, 1723. Johnson has some claim to be regarded as the first American philosopher. He became a friend and correspondent of the idealist philosopher Bishop George Berkeley and, as it happened, persuaded him to give an important donation (a farm and a large collection of books) to Yale College. David Hoeveler's Creating the American Mind comments:

"When Berkely did so, he remarked that Yale had been producing an outstanding ministry, as noted by the fact that so many recent Yale graduates had 'left the Presbyterian [sic] Church and come over to ours.' Johnson in turn, even intimated to Berkeley that Yale had received Berkeley's immaterialist philosophy and 'would soon become Episcopal.'"

It may be fanciful to think Yale really 'had a vision of restoring all the New England churches to the Anglican persuasion' by supporting a college that had been set up by supporters of the more extreme wing of New England puritanism, but Cutler, Brown and Johnson had been influenced by the preaching of Rev George Pigot, who had been sent to Stratford as a missionary by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel and also, according to Bingham, by the substantial Anglican library that was interwoven together with the books on historical, geographical, medical, commercial and legal matters in the packets sent by Yale. Hoeveler confirms the influence of this material on Johnson and adds that after the Berkeley bequest:

"Yale had now made itself the repository not only of extensive collections in Anglican religious thought, but in English belles lettres too. The accumulation represented a contribution not only to intellect but to taste. In provincial Connecticut, growing in commerce and trade and making transatlantic connections, English ways, from religion to culture and fashion, gained in appeal among a certain group in the colony ... In Connecticut new Anglican churches appeared. Samuel Johnson, upon his return from England in 1723, had become the colony's only Anglican minister. Twenty years later Connecticut had twenty Anglican ministers and the Church of England could claim over two thousand communicants. And all of its ministers had graduated from Yale!" (p.63)

Perhaps it would be possible to write an account of the early history of Yale University under the title Mrs Eaton's Revenge.

We may assume that Yale would have been happy with the defection of Cutler and his friends had he known about it but he died the previous year, in 1721. On returning to England he divided his time between London and Wrexham, in Wales. He had a special gallery constructed for himself and his family across the arc of the chancel in the church at Wrexham, behind the pulpit, facing the congregation. His daughter Catherine married Sir Dudley North, of the same family as the Lord North who was Prime Minister at the time when Britain lost the American colonies. In 1710/11, he bought a house in London, in Queen Square, near Ormond Street, whence his nickname, 'The Nabob of Queen Square.' He was surrounded by his immense wealth, including several thousand paintings. After his death, it took forty days and six sales to dispose of it. Although it is sometimes said that he was a 'Governor' of the East India Company, he had no official connection with it after his return - his title 'Governor' refers only to the period of his governing Fort Saint George. He is buried in the churchyard at St Giles Church, Wrexham.

Yale University continued to honour its benefactor. The 'Harkness Tower', a pseudo-Gothic tower in the grounds of the University, is partly modelled on the tower of the church at Wrexham and includes a sculpture of Yale as one of eight 'Yale worthies', together with the preacher Jonathan Edwards, the novelist James Fennimore Cooper and the arms manufacturer, Eli Whitney. But in 2007 a portrait of him was removed from public view because it showed him attended by a black slave wearing a neck iron.
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